
What is news?
• Verified information that is relevant to public life.

– Ellen Hume, media analyst
• That which protrudes from the ordinary.

– Walter Lippmann, columnist & political advisor
• The departure from normal.

– Leo Rosten, author and humorist
• What I say it is.

– David Brinkley, longtime NBC news anchor



Ongoing public discourse
• Citizens’ continuing discussion of social and 

political topics that are important to them  
• Best ideas work their way into larger discussion, 

evolve into consensus 
• Discourse both fuels democracy & responds to it 
• Makes ordinary people feel involved
• Considered a vital element of democracy



How the Sun Conned the World With “The Great Moon Hoax”

https://daily.jstor.org/how-the-sun-conned-the-world-with-the-moon-hoax/


New York Journal: Clemencia Arango



New York Journal: Evangelina Cisneros



Columbia Journalism Review: Darts and Laurels

https://archives.cjr.org/darts_and_laurels/darts_laurels_marapr2014.php


Katz & Lazarsfeld, 1955

https://www.communicationtheory.org/two-step-flow-theory-2/


Spiro Agnew Des Moines Speech, November 1969

https://www.c-span.org/video/?322645-1/reel-america-spiro-agnew-television-news-bias-1969


Roger Ailes



Gallup Poll: Americans' Trust in Media Dips to Second Lowest on Record

https://news.gallup.com/poll/355526/americans-trust-media-dips-second-lowest-record.aspx


Dan Hallin, UC San Diego: Spheres

https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100523227




From: marca@mcom.com (Marc Andreessen)
Subject: Here it is, world!
Date: 13 Oct 1994 07:57:12 GMT
Organization: Mosaic Communications Corporation
Reply-To: info@mcom.com

Mosaic Communications Corporation is making a public version of Mosaic
Netscape 0.9 Beta available for anonymous FTP. Mosaic Netscape is a
built-from-scratch Internet navigator featuring performance optimized for
14.4 modems, native JPEG support, and more.

You can FTP Mosaic Netscape 0.9 Beta from the following locations:

* ftp.mcom.com in /netscape
* gatekeeper.dec.com in /pub/net/infosys/Mosaic-Comm
* lark.cc.ukans.edu in /Netscape
* ftp.meer.net in /Netscape
* doc.ic.ac.uk in /packages/Netscape
* archie.au in /pub/misc/netscape
* ftp.cica.indiana.edu in /pub/pc/win3/winsock/nscape09.zip (PC only)
* mac.archive.umich.edu in /mac (Mac only)

Please make sure to read the README and LICENSE files.

An up-to-date listing of mirror sites can be obtained at any time by sending
email to release@mcom.com.

Subject to the timing and results of this beta cycle, Mosaic Communications
will release Mosaic Netscape 1.0, also available free for personal use via
the Internet. It will be subject to license terms; please review them when
and if you obtain Mosaic Netscape 1.0.

A commercial version of Mosaic Netscape 1.0, including technical support
from Mosaic Communications, will be available upon completion of the beta
cycle. Contact us at info@mcom.com for more information.

Have fun!

Marc and the gang
info@mcom.com, http://mosaic.mcom.com/



Marc Andreessen



Positives

• IT’S FREE!!
• Numerous sources
• Alternative points of view
• Instant updating
• Multiple media – video, 

photos, longer text stories
• Anyone can contribute
• IT’S FREE!!

Negatives

• Questionable sources
• Pop-up ads
• Too much information
• Hard to tell who’s credible
• More subject to abuse

Digital News: Consumer’s Point of View



Positives

• Possible global audience
• Instant updating
• Makes research much easier
• Easily contact sources
• Creativity – can use different

types of media to tell stories
• Interact with audience
• Anyone can contribute

Negatives

• Expectations of speed
• Demands of multiple

platforms
• Loss of revenue
• Loss of assumed credibility
• More subject to abuse
• Interact with audience
• Anyone can contribute

Digital News: Journalist’s Point of View
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