
Trolling and News
• Gyges Effect: A phenomenon whereby Internet 

users experience a loss of inhibition that they 
would otherwise not experience face to face.

• With little personal interaction, in computer 
world with no filters or contrition, users lose 
empathy.

• On the early Web, news sites’ comment sections 
became ideal venue for pointless vicious attacks.

• This normalized trolling and set stage for even 
more widespread occurrence in social media.
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