



Peggy Cabrera: Librarian
Not all librarians spend time reading books. “People have this idea that all we do is sit down and read no no…” says Peggy Cabrera, San Jose State’s university subject librarian, is responsible for Humanities and the interim for biological sciences.
She wears purple knit gloves and a black beanie. Her office contains papers and binders full of research documents and references, among them including her own published work. Information starts as far down as the floor and makes its way up to the top shelf. Cabrera likes to learn new things. On her desk sits two books one on gardening, and another of conflict in the Middle East? “I’ve been participating with the middle east library association” she says.
Peggy Cabrera is 54 years old, and not married. She attended a librarian graduate program at University of Arizona, where she gained her experience working as a librarian in special collections.

She goes through the steps of her day with me. She always starts by checking her emails, responding to student inquiries first, then faculty, and lastly colleagues. “Students might need help with a database or search” said Cabrera.
“Every day is different, which is one of things I really like about my job…I can tolerate high levels of tedious stuff, but it’s also nice to have a variety” says Cabrera. She will spend her Wednesdays doing a desk hour, and afternoons doing a conference chat hour.

As part a university librarian a large part of her task is ordering new publications on for the databases. In addition, “Librarians are faculty members so we have to publish or perish just like everybody else” Ann Agee, interim subject librarian for chemistry.  Also works with the School of Information, an online only graduate program. Agee’s office sits right across from Cabrera.
Our librarians come across questions such as where is the bathroom to where to find a particular book, says Agee.

